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ongburn Adventist College (LAC)

celebrated its centenary over the

Easter weekend, with close to 1000

former students and staff making
the “pilgrimage” back to the school for
the event.
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1 B A large percentage of those who attend-
Wee ed were students at the school during the
1950s, 60s and 70s, and the most distant
O utre aCh traveller returned to the school from their

home in Switzerland.

Dr John Hammond, director of Advent-
ist Schools Australia for the Australian
Union Conference (AUC) and principal
of the school from 1986 to 1989, and Pastor

April 26, 2008

Past students of Longburn Adventist College returned to the school for
the celebration of its 100th year of providing Adventist education.

LAC celebrates 100
years of education

LONGBURN, NEW ZEALAND

Des Hills, former AUC president, were
presenters at the Friday night vespers pro-
gram and the Sabbath service, and spoke
about the importance of the education and
care provided by LAC.

LAC’s principal, Bruce Sharp, says, “It
was a great time, where memories were
shared, stories were told and old friend-
ships revisited. One message echoed by
many returning students was that this was
the place their lives turned around.”

Mr Sharp believes this influences their
desire to see the lives of future generations
shaped in the same way, saying, “This was

(Continued on page 4)
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Adventists show Australia “Ucan2”

WAHROONGA, NEW SOUTH WALES

embers and friends from more

than 60 Australian Adventist

churches donated blood to the Red

Cross Blood Service as part of the
annual “Ucan2” campaign in the lead up to
Easter this year.

Making its debut this year, the “Ucan2”
campaign saw Adventists throughout Aus-
tralia appealing to the nation to donate blood
in a variety of ways.

Television commercials were aired more
than 700 times on all metropolitan and re-
gional networks in Australia in the week
leading up to Easter, reminding the public of
the real meaning of Easter—that Jesus died
and gave His blood to save all humanity.

A call to action was given for viewers to
respond in a practical way, by donating blood
to the Red Cross Blood Service to help save
someone’s life. The commercial also very
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clearly indicated the initiative came from
the Adventist Church.

Church members have responded posi-
tively to the “Ucan2” campaign, either by
donating blood individually or visiting the
Red Cross donor centres as a group.

Sanitarium Health Food Company also
supported the campaign by encouraging its
employees at various factory and office sites
to donate blood. Its head office in Berkeley
Vale, New South Wales, organised for a
Red Cross mobile donor centre to visit its
premises on March 31. Employees were
given opportunity to donate blood as part
of the “Ucan2” campaign that day.

A Red Cross mobile donor centre also
visited Wantirna Adventist church in Vic-
toria two weeks before Easter. For the past
10 years, the church has been playing host
to the mobile donor centre four times a year.
Each visit lasts three days, with four days
scheduled for Christmas this year.

“It is the habit of many Wantirna mem-
bers to donate blood regularly,” says church
member Lesley Clark. “Our last collection
dates on March 3,4 and 5 very conveniently
coincided with ‘Ucan2.”

Seventh-day Adventists have played a
large part in saving lives through donating
blood. Kevin Cobb, a member of the Clark-
son Adventist church in Western Australia,
was awarded a gold medal by the Red Cross
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The “Ucan2” poster.

for making his 200th blood donation early
this year.

Mr Cobb started regularly giving blood 20
years ago and recently began donating blood
platelets every few weeks as well.

“‘Ucan2’ will happen in the lead up to
Easter again next year,” says Pastor Chester
Stanley, president of the Australian Union
Conference. “And we hope to see even more
Seventh-day Adventists support the cam-
paign by donating blood and encouraging
their friends, family and local community
to do so, too.”

A number of churches and conference
offices from every state and territory in
Australia took part in the “Ucan2” project.
—Melody Tan
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& Stephen Cooper’s grandmoth-
erwould call it the World’s Great-
est Shave, even ifitwasn't the fun-
draiser’s o cial name. Stephen,
16, who attends Lakeside church,
NSW, received $A2000 in pledges
and a new haircut for the Leukae-
mia Foundation. Two hundred
dollars and a new beanie came
from his grandmother. Six years

ago, Stephen’s grandfather died
from leukaemia. “I shaved on his
birthday,” he says. “Nan was real-
ly touched. There was a tear in
her eye when | rst told her. She
misses him. They lived almost half
their lives together”The new hair
style is growing on Stephen, liter-
allyand guratively.“I'm going to
keep it shorter than | had it but
not quite this short. It's low main-
tenance, though. | love it”

# Robinvale church, Vic, are
running two major evangelism
outreaches this year. The rst,
which they have recently start-

ed, is in the Fijian language, for
those who do not understand
English. The other program, to
begin in August, will be in the
Tongan language. The church’s
current focus is the Fijian lan-
guage crusade, being run by Pas-
tor Epeli Turagakula. It will be
followed by Bible studies using
Bible marking. The church has
been preparing for these pro-
grams for much of the year, not
only through visitations but also
through involvement in other
churches’ programs. Last month,
they were invited by the Unit-
ing Church to sing at a fair day.
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Pastor Lomani Uilou was asked
to preach at the Fijian commu-
nity combined service. In addi-
tion, there will be a combined
youth singing program in June,
which was initiated by the Rob-
invale Adventist youth. Pastor
Uilou has also been invited by
the Christian Fellowship Church
to take their Sunday service.
—Lomani Uilou

AVONDALE COLLEGE, DEGREES WITH A CHRISTIAN FOCUS @ WWW.AVONDALE.EDU.AU
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Church leaders receive
intern supervisor training

WAHROONGA, NEW SOUTH WALES

he South Pacific Division recently

conducted its first series of intern su-

pervisor training workshops. These

workshops aimed to familiarise church
workers with the new Island Intern Supervi-
sor’s Manual and focused on how to supervise
and train ministerial interns.

The first workshop was held at the
Trans-Pacific Union Mission’s (TPUM)
headquarters in Suva, Fiji, on January 22
and 23. Pastor Gary Webster, ministerial
association secretary for the South Pacific
Division (SPD) and Pastor Paul Cavanagh,
general secretary for the TPUM, presented
the material to local ministerial association
secretaries.

The Solomon Islands Mission, based in
Honiara, hosted the next workshop, which
was held on February 17 and 18. It was at-
tended by local mission intern supervisors.

The third workshop was held in Port
Villa for the Vanuatu Mission on March
12 and 13. Pastor Webster and Pastor Nos
Mailalong, ministerial association secretary
for the TPUM, presented the material to
local mission intern supervisors and dis-
trict directors.

Pastor Webster says, “The ministerial sec-
retaries and supervisors in each place were
thrilled with this new direction in training
interns. They expressed that they wouldn’t
only like this sort of training and manual for
interns but also for pastors who have been
in the field for some years.

“Supervisors who have this training will
be better equipped to train church mem-
bers. They also acknowledge that with this
program, there is far more accountability
at all levels for the training of our ministe-
rial interns, and conferences and missions
will need to be careful to ensure interns are
placed close to supervisors.”

Interns who receive the supervision set
out in the manual are exposed to the same
relational model Jesus used in training His
disciples—observation, participation and
debriefing.

Pastor Webster says, “For too long in
most places, we have just sent interns off to
sink or swim. There’s been little account-
ability. But with this new model for intern
training, and the manual put together by
the SPD and the unions, there is an op-
portunity to really make a difference for
interns and the long-term mission of the
church.”—Adele Nash

Longburn celebrates
100 years of
education

(Continued from page 1)

reflected in the Sabbath offering,
collected for the LAC boarding scholarship
fund—we more than $NZ40,000.”

A concert was held on the Saturday night,
showcasing talent from over the decades,
and a formal night was held on the Sunday
night, which was attended by more than
600 people. Current students waited on
their predecessors and during the dinner, a
Dick Duerksen photograph was auctioned
to raise funds for a student service trip to
the Cook Islands in July. The photograph
sold for $NZ5200.

Mr Sharp adds, “A lasting impression of
the weekend was how much everyone en-
joyed returning to ‘their college,” seeing the
campus again and catching up with college
mates from many years ago. One ex-student
remarked to me, ‘Could you run this again
next weekend? | enjoyed myself so much
and | can’t wait another hundred years for
the bicentenary!™”

Dr Hammond likened LAC to the schools
of the prophets in ancient Israel, saying, “It
was set up as a bulwark against evil and
has let its light shine for 100 years.”—Adele
Nash/Bruce Sharp

4 Mountain View Adventist Col-
lege’s, NSW, senior school recently
hosted the first of three Weeks
of Spiritual Emphasis (WOSE) at
the school, with junior and mid-
dle schools to follow. Each morn-
ing, the students were involved in
praise and worship, special items,
dramas, video clips and an inspir-
ing guest speaker. The guest speak-
er for the senior school was Mike

Faber, from Newcastle, who pre-
sented on the theme “Nothing to
Lose’Cheonneth Strickland, from
Kellyville, challenged the junior
school in“God’s Candy Store”and,
with great humour, Johnny Mur-
rison from Mount Druitt church
presented “Friend of God” to the
middle school students. “It's been
awesome and a lot of fun for the
kids as they learn more about
how ‘sweet God is,” said Head of
junior school, Megan Sketchley.
—Sharyn Harrington

4 On March 15, about 45 people
gathered to enjoy a social con-

cert and waffles night at Yarra
Valley church, Vic. With Wayne
Glover as MC, church members
presented items before enjoy-
ing wa es and ice-cream. Spe-
cial items included Mark Lambert
playing flute, Veronica Tirchett
singing and joke telling by Rob
Simmons and Terry Cooper.
—Talitha Simmons

# Central Coast Adventist School
(CCAS), Erina, NSW, and Oxigen
Mind and Body Fitness have
recently entered into a unique
partnership to promote a posi-
tive, healthy lifestyle to the stu-

dents, staff and families associ-
ated with the school. One of the
key elements of this partnership
is the Oxigen membership pack-
age provided to all Year-12 stu-
dents. “It has been refreshing to
see the emerging emphasis on
healthy living and lifestyle choices
over the past few years. Together,
CCAS and Oxigen are empower-
ing an emerging generation of
young adults with the information
and the skills to pursue tnessina
realistic and sustainable way. Well
over 90 per cent of the Year 12 class
access the centre with encourag-
ing regularity;’says principal Dean

DAYS AND OFFERINGS: ¢ MAY 10—HEALTH OFFERING ¢ MAY 3-10—ADVENTIST HEALTH WEEK
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BERKELEY VALE, NEW SOUTH WALES

he Red Cross in Australia recently
presented Sanitarium Health Food
Company with a certificate of thanks
for their continued involvement in
the Good Start Breakfast Club (GSBC),
which provides breakfast to children in a
number of schools around Australia.

During the March 26 visit by Red Cross
representatives Shaun Hazeldine and
Chris Rawlins, staff were also updated on
the progress of the GSBC project.

The Red Cross anticipates opening the
200th GSBC in the first half of this year.
In addition, the next phase of the overall
program will involve the development of
nutrition education strategies with parents
and the wider community.

“Funding has now been secured to
implement ‘FOODcents’ training initia-
tives in South Australia, Queensland and
the Northern Territory, with additional
funding available in Western Australia
for remote-area training,” Mr Hazeldine,
national program manager for Red Cross,
told Sanitarium staff at the meeting.

Almost 23 per cent of children attending
a GSBC, which are operated by the Red
Cross and supported by Sanitarium, may
not have access to appropriate foods in
the home before going to school, reports

a Wollongong University evaluation of
the Australia-wide program.

“Before attending breakfast club, one
of the students would scavenge through

NEWS

Sanitarium awarded for breakast club work

the rubbish bins in the yard for scraps,
which she would collect and then eat,”
reports a teacher from a South Aus-
tralian school, who took part in the
evaluation.

Another Queensland teacher reports,
“One child was coming to school hungry,
often ‘caught’ out of class going through
school bags to find food to eat.”

Twenty-three new GSBCs opened
in the last half of the 2007 school year,
bringing the breakfast club program to a
national level, with 193 schools around
Australia operating a breakfast club.

Resourcing the community to make
healthy eating choices is fundamental to
the philosophy and mission of Sanitarium,
and the main reason for the company’s
support of the program with breakfast
foods, soymilk and spreads.

“The nutrition education component
of the program is to encourage long-term
changes within the community, and a
greater understanding of the importance
of having breakfast,” says Julie Praestiin,
Sanitarium Brand and Communications
manager.

Seventy-six per cent of teachers who

fi i

Shaun Hazeldine presenting the certificate

of thanks to Sanitarium workers

Julie Praestiin and Kevin Smith.
took part in the evaluation study indicat-
ed that students who attended the GSBC
improved their time-on-task/attention.
Concentration and cooperativeness also
improved, according to teachers, by up to
72 per cent and 68 per cent respectively.

“This is further evidence of the impor-
tance of breakfast and the benefits to brain
function. The GSBC program is helping
thousands of kids not only get a good start
to their day but a real boost to their ability
to learn,” says Mrs Praestiin.

The GSBC is also run in conjunction
with Coles supermarkets and is avail-
able to schools in areas of need.—Sharyn
Brady

More @ www.redcross.org.au

Bennetts. The partnership will also
allow students, familiesandsta to
become members of Oxigen at a
special corporate rate—Brenton
Luchow

& With a 37 per cent increase in
schools over the past decade, cur-
rently numbering 318, Adventist
education in Brazil is booming.
These schools are deemed some
of the country’s most competi-
tive, drawing significant non-
Adventist enrolment, and are
positioned to help grow the
church’s membership. But even
with the boom in schools, educa-

tional infrastructure is not match-
ing membership growth. Brazil
already has the largest Advent-
ist Church membership of any
country—about 1.6 million. Yet
in the country’s largest region—
the North Brazil Union, home to
some 541,000 Adventists—there
is no Adventist school at the uni-
versity level. General Conference
leaders visited a property there in
February, which will be home to a
new college in 2010. In most ele-
mentary and secondary schools
throughout Latin America, classes
are held in shifts, allowing teach-
ers to double classroom usage.

Only an estimated eight per cent
of Adventist students through-
out the country attend Advent-
ist schools, while 70 per cent of
the estimated 217,000 students
attending the country’s Advent-
ist schools are not Adventist.
—~Ansel Oliver/ANN Sta

# Despite the challenges await-
ing the Adventist Church, mem-
bers should not take a “defeatist
attitude,” General Conference
president Jan Paulsen told
nearly 150 church officials at
the close of Spring Meeting,
April 7. Instead, he challenged

Adventists to be “positive” and
“move forward, focused on our
mission.” Pastor Paulsen also
called for “inclusive discussions”
and cooperation among church
leaders heading into 2009, which
delegates designated on April 6
as the church’s “Year of Evange-
lism.” Delegates appointed Paul
Brantley, director of the church'’s
newly formed O ce of Assess-
mentand ProgramE ectiveness,
as a general eld secretary. In
his closing prayer, Paulsen sug-
gested church leaders should be
attuned to God's direction for the
church.—ANN Sta

HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED TO SIGNS @ WWW.SIGNSOFTHETIMES.ORG.AU
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Wholistic approach to
education at MVAC

DOONSIDE, NEW SOUTH WALES

ountain View Adventist College

(MVAQC) has started a new pro-

gram, which aims to support and

prepare parents and guardians of
the school’s students.

The “Student Wellbeing Support team”
at MVAC, which is made up of profession-
als and administration staff, held a mentor-
ing program for all middle school parents,
aimed at dealing with the issues they may
face in raising adolescents.

The team hopes to enhance the commu-
nication between parents and their children,
enabling parents to be accountable, direct
and able to monitor the care they provide
their child.

Dr Alex Currie led a detailed overview
and understanding of adolescence, explain-
ing what parents can expect in this devel-
opmental stage of their children’s lives.
He encouraged parents to attempt to un-
derstand their teenagers’ struggles as they
move from dependence to independence
and adulthood.

Ray Southon, MVVAC counsellor, ex-
plored two of the most common mistakes
parents make with teenagers, which were

Parents of middle school children

I U,

at MVAC's “parent evening.”

failure to be a consistent role models and
failure to admit wrongs. He explained how
easily adults fall into this trap and how to
avoid it.

Parents were also led through a panel
discussion on the goals of parenting teens,
how to handle the differing expectations
and where to find help. Resources suggested
included books like those by Adventist au-
thor Steve Biddulph.

“It's important for us at MVAC to not
only support our students but also their fam-
ilies by providing ‘parent evenings,” which
address the issues faced by parents. It allows
us to work together and in partnership with
the parents in the education of their child,”
said Jenny Gibbons, MVAC principal.
—Fiona Lelilio

Avondale’s oldest
alumna dies at 108

COORANBONG, NEW SOUTH WALES

he oldest-living alumna of Avondale

College passed away recently, aged 108.

Laura Kent (nee Petersen) passed away

on February 17 at the Charles Harri-
son Memorial Home in Cooranbong.

The first black marble plague in the
“Alumni Heritage Walk” outside Bethel
Hall bears Mrs Kent’s name. At the launch
of the walk in 1999, she
spoke about the value
Avondale had to her-
self and her family, as
well as to the Adventist
Church.

Mrs Kent was born
in Queensland on May
14, 1899. Her family
became Adventists in
her teen years and she was baptised in 1916.
While attending Avondale College, she met
her hushand, Pastor Thomas Kent. They
married on February 7, 1921. Pastor and Mrs
Kent ministered in a number of areas around
Awustralia, as well as the Strand church in
South Africa’s Cape Province.

Sheis survived by her children—Ray, Tom
and Glenda—16 grandchildren and 36 great-
grandchildren, as well as five great-great
grandsons.—Brenton Stacey/Adele Nash

Laura Kent.

& A new web-based ministry,
Adopt a Terrorist for Prayer
(ATFP), helps Christians follow
Jesus’ instructions to love and
pray for their enemies. While
agreeing the military needs
to ght terrorism, Dr Thomas
Bruce, the founder of ATFP,
advocates prayer as a counter-
0 ensivethatiso limitsto gen-
erals and politicians. Dr Bruce
sees the war on terrorism as a
spiritual struggle against fear.
“The terrorists are just the high-
est-pro le intimidators in Satan’s
arsenal,”he says.“They think they
are serving God.” Dr Bruce says

he believes terrorists are vulner-
able to an authentic word from
God and to Jesus'forgiving love.
—ASSIST news service

More @ www.myatfp.com

& For the rst time in history,
Islam has surpassed Roman
Catholicism as the world’s larg-
est religion. According to the
Vatican statistical bureau, the
percentage of the world’s popu-
lation that identify as Muslim is
19.2, with the number of Catho-
lics trailing behind at 17.4 per
cent. “For the rst time in his-
tory, we are no longer at the

top: Muslims have overtaken
us,’said Monsignor Vittorio For-
menti during an interview. The
figures on Muslims were put
together by Muslim countries,
then provided to the United
Nations. When considering all
Christians and not just Roman
Catholics, Christians make up
33 per cent of the world popula-
tion.The new statistics also show
that nearly half of Roman Cath-
olic Christians live in America.
—Adventist Press Service

# Castle Rock Jeans & Apparel,
a edgling American clothing

company, is rolling out high-end
jeans, with a back pocket deco-
rated with a Christian-related
symbol and corresponding bib-
lical verse inside the waistband.
The line, called His Spirit Jeans,
fills a market niche for Chris-
tian clothes while spreading the
Gospel, said company President
Bob Beard. “We want to be in
good taste, fashion-balanced
and impart an inspirational mes-
sage at the same time,” Beard
said. The connection between
symbol and verse on His Spirit
Jeans is sometimes obvious,
sometimes not—The Gazette

IS YOUR CHURCH DOING SOMETHING EXCITING, INNOVATIVE OR INSPIRING? EMAIL RECORD@SIGNSPUBLISHING.COM.AU
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Adventist aged care sets new
standards in Cooranbong

COORANBONG, NEW SOUTH WALES

he new, state-of-the-art residential

care facility at the Avondale Retire-

ment Village (ARV) in Cooranbong

was opened on February 20. Manag-
ing director David Knight said the facility
was designed to create a home-like environ-
ment for residents, while incorporating the
latest technology.

“This new building accommodates 122
beds, including 72 high-care and 35 low-care
beds, all with ensuites, along with a 15-bed
dementia-specific level,” he says. “Each level
is fully equipped with its own lounge, dining
and activities area, and worship services are
provided in the chapel.”

A cafeteria has been incorporated into the
design of the building to cater for residents’
visiting family and friends, as well as the
centre’s staff.

One of the lounge rooms in the new facility.

“Care is provided by fully-qualified reg-
istered nurses, personal care and activity
staff,” Mr Knight adds. “Our staff are com-
mitted to the wellbeing of residents and
we're proud to provide personal care in a
Christian environment.”

Itis planned that the ARV will be further
expanded, with another 28 units added by
the end of the year—North New South
Wales Conference News

*0 week” outreach for NASA

NEWCASTLE, NEW SOUTH WALES

uring the University of Newcastle’s

annual orientation week, affec-

tionately known as “O week,” the

Newcastle Adventist Students’ As-
sociation (NASA) worked on reaching out
to the 6000 or so new students experiencing
their first week of university life.

One of the week’s major events was the
“Uni Life Expo,” which showcased the
many student-run associations and groups.
At their stall at the expo, NASA members
spoke with more than 1000 students.

They also gave away more than 400
“goodie bags,” which contained informa-
tion about NASA, Adventism, Wallsend
church and printed material including
copies of The Edge magazine, as well as a
variety of free gifts.

Evey Wegener, Wallsend church mem-
ber and NASAs activities coordinator, says,
“The stall proved very popular, particularly
due to the lolly jar guessing competition
and free mosquito spray! Over the course

Students at the NASA stall

during the “Uni Life Expo.”
of the week, 52 new members signed up
to NASA.

“It was an exciting week, as we received
many questions about the church, our be-
liefs and why NASA is different to other
Christian uni groups. We explained that
NASAS aim is to make God real in the lives
of tertiary students through the 3 S's: social,
spiritual and service.”

This year, NASA is running Bible-study
groups both on- and off-campus, and has
a variety of activities planned for the year.
—RECORD sta /Evey Wegener

More @ http://wallsend.adventist.org.au
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Mission giving, tithe
grows church budget

BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN, USA

espite the turbulent world economy,
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
continues to grow financially, Gener-
al Conference (GC) treasurer Pastor
Robert E Lemon reported to church leaders
on April 6 at the GC’s annual Spring Meet-
ing, held at Andrews University this year.

“Not only have tithes and offerings in-
creased,” Pastor Lemon said, “but the church
was blessed to receive a multimillion dollar
‘extraordinary tithe.”

His financial report at the meeting re-
flected about half of that extraordinary tithe,
which was first announced at the church’s
2007 Autumn Meeting.

GC president Pastor Jan Paulsen described
the extraordinary tithe as a “privilege” to
handle and said it would allow the church
to work in ways not otherwise possible.

Some of the extraordinary tithe is cur-
rently allocated to specific areas of ministry,
GC undertreasurer Pastor Juan Prestol re-
ported. To help them divvy up the remain-
der, delegates agreed on a list of guidelines
for evaluating potential initiatives. Pastor
Paulsen said the church would await revised
proposals from each church region, then
move “briskly” to distribute funds.

“The church is making careful and ex-
peditious plans to use these funds for mis-
sion, particularly in unentered areas,” Pastor
Paulsen said.

On the normal tithe front, global totals
climbed 9 per cent during 2007, topping
out at $US1.78 hillion, compared to $US1.6
billion in 2006, Pastor Lemon reported. For
the first time, tithe returned in the church’s
world regions nearly matched sums received
in its North American Division.

Pastor Lemon said the growth of mission
offerings and tithe, along with frugalness at
church headquarters near Washington, DC,
mean the church ends the fiscal year with a
$US23 million increase in total net assets—
not counting the extraordinary tithe.

Pastor Paulsen called the increases a “testa-
ment” to the church’s emphasis on outreach.
“If our members see that we stay focused on
mission, they will want to support us,” he
said.—Elizabeth Lechleitner/ANN
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